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Jose TNT Blanco 


Turing his university days. so e, wio is now Rat's vecretary for 
Stolent Youth, was a well anowr. Sutan studen® Leader, hs wig ister te 


deavw the first president of the FEI after vastro care to power. 


As a student leader én 1993 PUENTE wa elected rresident of the 

: Hava “niversity Student inion. At tnat time he and his brother, doberto 
cot into trouvle with Batista, so in 1955, when Batista closed the 
university, PUINTE continued to conspire against Batista and eventually 
had to epxcape to Venesuela in orde> to. save his neck. ‘le subsequently ibe 
cane t the U, S, In §3 he ieft the US and found his way into the c 
Escamray mountains where he joined anti-Uatista forces, not necessarily 
Castro furces, for there were rany & anti-Satista gro.ps in the nountain 


at that time. He did, however, join Castro forces as the campaign 


yma neared its climax. : 
returned 


After the successful revoit, FUUNTE +See 
to Nava University to continue his law studies. He was elected the 


FEU rresident in a close eiection against studenis backed by Castro. 


After praduation PUENTE worked with INIT, a Cuban Tourist Commission, 
but in late 1969 he becane convinced that the Castro moverent 

was "not for hin” and scon bezan t. conspire arainst Castro. 
Ta early 1960 FLNTE went uncerpround and reportedly stayed sub 


rosa «.ntil the Bay of Sigs invasion a$ which tine he cane out to assist 


an the uoristng. owever, in the ens:ing qqmtimy roundur of oprosition 
rre:ps, Jose and Als brother, Hoterto, were caught ond immrisoned. 
Jeserdinmy to P' NTE, he tried to escare twice and was caight both 
tir-s, 

Latter merely nine nenths in .risen, Jose and his orcther, 
aoert: wave releised by castro as the resuit of direct intervention 
oy “celina timp, cepucy te te -anumanian Na ional .ssembly anc 
extraccisnarLly pro-vastro, wio was wrroached bo A.ente'3 rotner in 
Fo-uwa .:- a. ealea to sir, try t2,et har cons freas. in March 


lst, GBB cin boys vere releaseu am rer oe.. cet red fo vith 


o7U fs Pansrma,. 
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Comzents: 
One could probably and rerhsrs preperly IVFER that Jose is 
a Castro agent, bus aside from the episode dealing with his release y) 
gt the behest of Thelna King, and the resort that he carried 
with hin, after his release fron prisen, 100 schotavahipe/ which 
arpe>rs to have sone sicnificance, there is no conclusive evidence 
pointing toward Jose's involvenent,im fast or present, with Castro's 
security apparat. , 
___There is, however, considerably nore evidence that he is not 
an agent of Castros For examples 
© Sos. Sie tiga @aaphtcapatnat Cabtee andes danrleohel ByCAERG 
- 2. iat je has reoortedly denounced Thelma King openly. 
3. trast Hye does not get along with his brother Jorge, who 
is tied in with Pinfero. 
hh. He has broadcasted anti-Castro and anti-Batista 
propaganda fran Radio CIENMIL, a panamanian station. 
Se sat h “iA Toki Caneee, Anti-Communist and pro- 
democratic and that his actions, according to Jose, 
since 1953 should speak for thenselves, including 


his actions and propaganda worx against Castro since 


his arrival in the United S5t-tes, 


I don't b--Lieve I'm that naive to think that Jose's 
actions to date coule not be part of a pre-arranged plan, but 
the evidence availahle points in the other direction. 

I do surrest GSR t-o possible alternatives, the first of which 
I prefer: 

1. Apprise Ray of this inforvaticn and let hin deterrine 

Puente'ls bona fides; cauticn him to be ciscreet with his future plans 
an? avoid telling FIT STE 


—_ 


2. tus deternine PLtTNTE's boan fides by re-tracirg, 


insldding sureiu checks and 2t:./7 fties. termine nis relationsaip 


vith Jorpe in o1a and atte pt to ascertain wiether ne is 

ara niausable 
corresponding with nin. If vesirec fe coula gex begin a rail 
intercert. In iin: with your tho gate re net being an intell 


unit for RAY, T xeanerxtha suppest ce former rroposai. 


te 


